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THE  DIOCESE 


OF 


MACKENZIE  RIVER. 


STRAIGHT  FROM  THE  WOODS. 


By  Ven.  Archdeacon  Lucas. 


A  LONELY  MISSION  ON    THE  MACKENZIE  RIVER. 


llVER. 
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THE  DIOCESE 
OF  MACKENZIE  RIVER- 

ITS  JUBILEE  AND  AFTER. 
SAVE    THE    CHILDREN. 

'^mnv.    past    year,     >9oS.    ^vil^css.a    the    Jul.iU^    of 
^^      Missionary    Work    a.nongst    tlic    Inehans    ot    the 


am  M^u^kenX  River.  It  was  in  .858  that  Arch- 
a..-on  Hunter  nuule  his  n.Mnorable  jortrney  into  tl,e  ar 
North  for  tl>e  purpose  of  opening  up  tlutt  vast  reg.on  to  the 
preachin>4  of  tlie  Cospel. 

In   reviewing    the  work    aceourplished    during    these    ,0 
years   anrong   the   Indians  and   Kskuno   in  the    NortlK  we^ 

Is  Christian    men   and   women,   cannot   but   rejou:e   at  the 
.neat  llungs  Cod  has  done  through  H.s  serva.Us. 

The  Diocese       The  Diocese,  which  is  ten  tnues  as  kuge 
ofMackenzie     as   l^ngkuui,   extends   from      at.     00 

River  il^^    -^'-^^^'^    ^^'''''^    "■'"'  ■, 

Mountains  as  its  Weste.nbovmdary,  and 

U.e    Diocese   of   Kee.atm   on   the   East.     It  is  the  most 

remote  Diocese  in  the  world-its  nearest  nnss.on  post 
bein.  situated  -  000  mUes  f>  m,  a  railway  statuMM-t  ott.ce. 


J 


grocery  store,  doctor,  and  all  that  is  denoted  by  the  term 
civili/atioii.  Iht  majority  ol  ^ts  workers  liave  to  bo  content 
with  three  mails  a  year,  and  a  yearly  arrival  of  groceries  and 
household  supplies.  Its  mission  station  at  Herschel  Island 
is  the  most  northerly  in  the  British  Empire. 

Its  Wc      ers.      The  Diocese     .s  been  greatly  honoured 
by    (iod    Ml    Hi-    choice   of    men   and 
women  whom  He  has  thrust  out  into  this  part  of  His  great 
world-parish. 

The  Christian  Church  at  heme  has  been  stirred  to  greater 
zeal  and  prayer  and  work  in  behalf  of  the  greater  harvest- 
field  through  the  knowledge  it  possessed  of  the  self-denying 
and  successful  labouis  of  such  men  as  Bishops  Bompas. 
Young,  and  Reeve,  of  Archdeacons  Kirkby  an  Macdonald, 
of  Sim  and  others,  who  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto 
tliem  if  only  they  might  proclaim  the  unsearchable  ri(  .i-s  of 
Christ  to  those  lonely  sheep  in  the  vast  wilderness  of  ice 
and  snow. 

Results  of  These    havt    been    most    encouraging. 

the  Work.  Instead   of  infanticide,    of   tribal    fights 

and  bloodshed,  of  murder  of  the  old 
people,  we  see  now  children  well  cared  for  and  orphant. 
adopted,  murder  practically  unknown,  the  sick  and  dying 
carefully  tended,  and  the  aged  maintained  by  iheir  relatives 
until  tiieir  death. 

Cod  s  Day  is  honoured  by  the  Christian  Indians,  and  His 
Word  and  House  loved. 

The  whole  Bible  has  been  printed  in  Tukudh,  the  New 
Testament  in  Slavi,  besides  the  Prayer  Book,  Hymnals,  and 
Iiistruclion  Books  in  both  languages.     Three  of  the  Tukudh 


npKSiitess*^*'! 


Indians  have  been  onlnined  as  Deacons.  A  Boarding 
Sclux.l  for  Indian  cliildrfn  is  in  full  oponition.  and  its 
influence  is  limited  only  through  lack  of  funds  and  wf)rkeis. 

Surely  all   tliis  is  matter  for  praise  and  tlianks^iving  to 
Him  in  Wliose  Name  it  lu..-.  been  carried  on. 


A  terioua 
Outlook. 


one. 


lUit   now,    iwiii,   u>  various  causes,  the 
presen    -s  a  tim«  of  p-eat  anxiety, 
and  '  iO  outlook  is        »«•*  serious 
riie  chief  causes  are  — 

^dup.'ih 


oulders    the 

lost  serious 

roii'Mtions 


1.  The  Church   Missionaiy  Society  : 
drawing   its  help  and  grants  towards  tii 
Nortli. 

2.  'I'he  Canadian  Church,   upon   wlios. 
burden  therefo-e  falls,  is  confront,  d  with  tli 
and  complex  problem  of  dealing  with  the  spir. 
and  welfare  of  the  thousands  of  emigrants  ^^  (u 
into  that  country.     'I"he  work  amongst  the  Inu 
sequently  made  to  suffer  through  lack  of  support. 

It,  therefore,  becomes  imperative  for  us  to  ap,. 
many  friends  of  the  Indian  in  the  home  land  to  coi> 
help  in  procuring  men  and  means  for  the  continuanc 
work.     It  woul't  be  a  disastrous  thing  for  us  to  at 
the  work  so  favoured  and  blessed  by  Cod  in  the  pas' 

Our  Chief  1.    Increased  support  for  ou     Di 

and  most  cesan  Boarding  School  for  indian 

Urgent  children  at  Hay  River. 

Needs.  'I'^i's  school  was  planned  an<i  started 

by  the  late  revered  Bishop  Bompas  about 

i8  years  ago,  and  is  doing  a  splendid  work  for  the  children. 

32  of  whom  are  now  in  residence.     'I'hese  Indian  childre.i 
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;iru  drasvti  fr-.m  all  i)arts  of  tlu-  I  Horese.  'I'l.rir  noma.iic 
life  i,.  tlu-  wo.uls  makes  it  imiM>ssihle  to  tt,'a<li  ami  tram 
thfiii  sali.factorih.  as  tlury  arc  approachable  lor  sii.h  a  slioit 
period  cJi<U  year.  If  the-  pn-sciit  gi  ncralioii  is  to  i;'ow  up 
in  thi;  "  lUirliirL'  ami  a.lmoiiitioii  of  llio  I-onl "'  it  <aii  only  i)e 
accomplished  tliroui;h  the  medium  of  the  Hoa.diiv^  S.hool. 
It  is  from  1  "ir  ranks,  too,  tiiat  -ve  must  look  for  the  native 
catechists  ami  teachers  of 
the  future. 

Thewoikcrsat  theSclx/ol 
have   l)ravely   -tuij;j;le(i   on 
year   by    year,   in    spite    of 
many   difti<ulti(  s    ami    dis 
couragements.     One    ilnel 
tiitificulty    \vhi(  h    confronts 
them  at  all  limes  is  that  of 
supplying    food     for    their 
large  family.     .\-  they  are 
situated    i,6oo    ;niles   fiom 
their     base     of     supi^ies, 
im[)oited      pro\isions     are 
necessarily  veiy  expensive, 
and  add  materially  to  the 
cost  of  ma'""  Miaiuv. 

'Hu'ii    ,r_';nii.    there    are 
two  Iai;4e    Koiuaa  ("atholic 

iSoauiing  Schools  in  the  nei!.;irDourhoo(i,  lully  manned 
)y  priests,  lay  hroihi-rs,  an.l  nuns,  ever  ready  to  take  in 
anv  child  l)rought  to  tliem.  The  closing  of  OUr 
School  would,  therefore,  prove  most  disastrous  for 
the  future  of  our  work,  as  many  of  the  children, 
being  orphans,  would  become  inmates  of  these 
convents  and  lost  to  us  for  ever.  This  must 
not  be ! 
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•Ilies.'  arc  the  cliiUlic-n  who.  wlicn  ih.-v  le.itned  that  a 
(huuli  was  to  i)c  iuiilt.  v..luiilarily  gave  up  lh=ir  mu<h 
covfted  s.-mi  wtxkly  meals  i.l  .  i.  -'  for  stnvrai  inoiulis  to^.-thcr, 
M)  that  tl  .•  money  tlicreby  saved  might  he  used  towards  its 
erection.     Such  cliildrcn  are  surely  wortli  helpiti^. 

£200  is  needed  at  onoe  *o  meet  current  expeneet. 
£10  per  annum  will  support  a  child  who  is  partly  kept 

by    a    CiovernnieiU     j;iant, 

while    £20    would    en- 
tirely Buppci't  a  child 

not  so  |»ri)vide(l  lor.      W  ill 
not  some   friends,  or  Sun 
day    Schools,   or   (i leaner:-. 
Unions  come  to  our   he!  ' 
now  and   save   our    Imli.  .i 
children  ? 

It  would  l)e  a  most 
y;rievous  tiling  if,  after  all 
the  thought  and  prayer  and 
sacrifice  of  those  who  h.ave 
carried  on  th'-  work  here, 
the  School  shoukl  have  to 
be  abandoned. 

2.    Support   of    Two 
NativeCatechiBts  at  Fort 

Norman.  — '1  he  Imlians  of 
this  Mission  remained  true  and  steadfast  to  our  Church 
during  the  long  period  of  three  years,  although  they  were 
left  without  a  Missionary.  This  was  largely  due  to  the 
zeal  and  earnestness  of  the  two  Native  Catechists  who 
held  their  flock  together  during  that  critical  time.  These 
men  conduct  services  regularly  among  ihei.  fellow  trihesmen 
in  the  woods.  ^^lo  will  provide  the  necess  vy  stipend  of  a 
Catechist  there. 
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3.  A  New  Mission  Station  at  Fort  Smith,  whicli  is 
situated  it  the  entrance  of  the  Mackenzie  River  Diocese. 
This  place  is  now  the  headquarters  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  A  police  detachment  is  to  be  placed  there,  and 
its  situation  points  to  the  desirability  of  its  becoming  the 
headquarters  of  the  Diocese,  owing  to  the  increased  facilities 
it  enjoys  for  communication  with  the  outside  world.  It  is 
only  some  600  miles  from  the  railway  and  civilization  in 
general,  as  compared  with  the  1,200  miles  which  separate 
Fort  Simpson  from  those  privileges.  The  work  here  will  be 
mainly  amongst  English  speaking  people. 

The  probable  cost  of  a  Church  and  Mission  House  with 
enclosure  would  be  from  ^300  to  /,4°o. 

The  above,  tlieii,  are  our  chief  needs  ! 

It  is  hopeless  to  expect  from  the  Indians  any  large 
measure  of  self-support.  A  hand-to-mouth  existence  is  the 
only  one  possible  for  them  in  their  present  condition. 
Many  of  them  are  doing  what  they  can,  and  among  the 
Tukudh  Indians  the  annual  collection  for  Missionary  pur- 
poses amounted  to  150  dollars.  May  God  grant  that  we 
who  are  so  highly  favoured  at  home,  surrounded  by  every 
spiritual  privilege,  shall  not  be  found  false  to  ourselves,  to 
our  Church,  to  those  noble  men  and  women  wlio  have  lived 
and  toiled  and  died  for  the  sake  of  those  Indians,  and, 
above  all,  to  our  beloved  Lord  Who  has  bidden  us  seek  out 
and  tend  these  scattered  sheep  of  His  in  the  lonely  regions 
of  ice  and  snow. 

To  leave  them  now  would  mean  handing  them 
over  to  the  Church  of  Rome— to  the  undoing  of  the 
work  of  the  past  fifty  years. 

I  am  sure  that  when  these  facts  are  known  and  realised  by 
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«'  those  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  uncorruptness," 
they  will  determine,  by  His  grace,  that  this  shall  not  be  ! 

Yours,  in  His  service, 

JAS.  R.  LUCAS, 

Archdeacon  of  Mackenzie  River. 

This  appeal  is  issued  with  the  entire  concurrence  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  Bishop  of  Athabasca. 


Contributions,  whether  of  annual  subscriptions  or  dona- 
tions, may  be  sent  to  : 

T.    H.    Baxtkr,    Esq.,    Secretary    Missionary    Leaves 

Association,  20  Compton  Terrace,  Islinuton,  N.  ; 
Rkv.  a,  J.  Eastkk,  St.  Matthew's  Vicarage,  Croydon; 
\V.  E.   Gir.LKTT,  Esg.,  Colyton,   114   Leigham  Court 

Road,  Strealham,  S.W.  ; 
Rev,  a.  Morgan,  St.  Mark's  Vicarage,  Kemp  Town, 

Brighton  ; 
Archdkacon    Lucas,  Milton  Cottage,  Bounds  Green 

Road,  Wood  Green,  N. 
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